Star Lake, New York 13690

May 15, 2026

Hello Fellow Star Lakers!

Spring has finally arrived after winter finally loosened its grip on Star Lake. “Welcome back” to those returning
to the lake from points south. Those who stayed here experienced a very cold and very snowy winter!!!
According to our resident “ice-out” judge, ice-out was April 6th this year. Lush greens and colorful flowers have
now replaced the dull greys of winter, loons have been spotted, and Star Lake has awakened to begin the 2026

lake season. | mﬂﬁﬂﬂ |
Anpmmee™

Happy 125 Birthday to Star Lake Protective Association!!! The first meeting of the Star Lake Protective
Association was held on August 16", 1901 “in the School House.” You can see the minutes of the first meeting
on the SLPA web site (go to “Archives” in the Members Section).

We will be celebrating our birthday throughout the summer — with a variety of events and activities. As part of
the celebration, we would like to gather memories of Star Lake — recent memories, or from times past, for
sharing later in the summer. If you have a memory to share, we’d love to hear it! More about logistics soon!

The first SLPA meeting of this season will be held on Saturday, June 27t at 10:00 a.m. at The
Adirondack Exhibit Center (old schoolhouse). We hope to see you there!!!

Recent SLPA Initiatives:

e SLPA developed and approved an organizational mission statement: The Star Lake Protective Association
(SLPA) seeks to preserve, protect and enhance the safety and quality of Star Lake and its environs for the
benefit of current and future generations.

o New membership initiatives were put in place. SLPA brochures were updated, an information packet
was developed for non-members to encourage them to join, and a new targeted communication was
sent to non-members.

o As of September 2025, we had 91 members (including 8 Associate members)! This represents the
highest number of members ever (since records have been kept)!!!

e We have joined the New York State Federation of Lake Associations (NYSFOLA), a state-wide organization
dedicated to the protection and restoration of New York Lakes. It provides us with additional resources
and information to help protect and preserve Star Lake. Kate DaBoll-Lavoie (as SLPA President) and Joe
DaBoll-Lavoie (as Chair of the Agency Partnerships for Water Quality and Invasive Species Committee)
attended a NYSFOLA regional conference this past fall, and Kate attended the state conference in May.
Information from both conferences has informed our SLPA 2026 lake quality initiatives.

e We have also joined the Adirondack Lakes Alliance (ALA), a group specifically focused on protection and
preservation of Adirondack waters.
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The SLPA Invasive Species Fund (a restricted fund established to facilitate the mitigation of invasive
species, should we need it) balance exceeded the $10,000 mark as of August 2025!

Preparing for Summer 2026: Over this past winter the SLPA Executive Committee and SLPA committees were
hard at work!

The Executive Committee met quarterly to share updates and work on ongoing SLPA projects/initiatives,
and develop goals for 2026 in three broad areas: 1) Lake Quality, 2) SLPA Visibility/Membership, and 3)
Organizational Documents/Processes. [Minutes from all Executive Committee meetings are posted on
the SLPA website in the “Members Area.”]

As part of the Lake Quality goal, the Executive Committee developed an information packet for renters
that included general information about the lake and surrounding community, and specific information
on preserving lake quality. The packet was distributed to lake property owners in mid-February.

The By-Laws Committee worked on potential revisions to the By-laws. The suggested revised By-laws will
be brought forward to the membership at the Regular Meeting in June in the form of a motion.

The “Star Lake Handbook” Committee worked on the next edition of the Handbook — the plan is it will be
published and available at the Regular Meeting in June.

In addition to our Facebook page, we now also are on Instagram!

The Fundraising and Development committee members have been working on new fundraising
initiatives to be implemented this summer.

e The membership form process has been revised so that it now can be completed all on-line!

2026 SLPA Summer Activities

2026 SLPA Meetings and Events

DATE EVENT PLACE TIME
Sat., June SLPA Regular Meeting Adirondack Exhibit Center (old 10:00 a.m.
27th Schoolhouse)
4195 State Highway 3, Star Lake

Wed., July 8th | Lake Road Clean-up Meet at CFCS (school) parking lot | 9:00 a.m.
Sat., July 11th | SLPA Historic Camp Tour

(details TBA)
Sat., July 25th | 20™ Annual Poker Run Meet at the sandbar to register 12:00 Noon

THEME: “Super Heroes!!!”
Thurs., SLPA Birthday Celebration TBA
August 6th (details TBA)
Wed., August | Lake Shoreline Clean-Up Meet at the sandbar 10:00 a.m.
12th
Sat., August SLPA Annual Meeting Adirondack Exhibit Center (old 10:00 a.m.
29th Schoolhouse)
Sat., August Potluck Picnic TBA 4:00 p.m.
29th
Wed., Sept. Lake Road Clean-up Meet at CFCS (school) parking lot | 9:00 a.m.
9th

For the most up to date listing of activities, check out our web page, Facebook, and Instagram!!! Additional
activities are being planned!!!
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And please join us for a shout out to all of you who do the visible and invisible work
* preserving and protecting the lake, whether it is putting out the buoys, participating
— | inthe lake cleanup activities, cleaning out the culvert, making sure beavers are not
negatively impacting the lake water level, or clearing waterways of dead trees —
thank you!!!!

Last but not least, the SLPA continues to support projects that benefit the Lake and the Star Lake community.

e  We regularly monitor the lake’s water quality, partnering with ALAP
(Adirondack Lake Assessment Program).

e In partnership with the APIPP (NYS Adirondack Park Invasive Plant
Program), we inspect the lake’s shoreline for invasive plants and animals,
such as Eurasian Milfoil, Hydrilla, and Zebra Mussels, which have invaded
other neighboring waters.

e Members’ dues have financed buoys to mark dangerous shallow rock bars
around the lake.

e The SLPA and individuals have purchased signage to remind boaters of the 5-mph zones around the lake.

e We fund and maintain a web site devoted to Star Lake and the SLPA for all to enjoy.

e Through fundraising we have financially supported local organizations such as the Adirondack Exhibit
Center (SOS 5K walk/run), the Wilderness Healthcare Foundation/Clifton-Fine Hospital, and the Star Lake
Fire Department and Rescue Squad.

e Through the Daphne Henri-Foley Memorial Fund we beautify the community through the planting of
flowers.

SLPA Membership

Please become a 2026 member of the SLPA. The SLPA benefits all who enjoy the lake.

Please renew your membership for this year. Or, perhaps you have contemplated joining the SLPA in the past. Or,
you are new to the community. Or, you were once a member but have not renewed your membership recently.
In any case, now is the time to join the only organization that seeks to preserve, protect and enhance the safety
and quality of Star Lake and its environs for the benefit of current and future generations. In addition to
supporting the organization through membership and dues, we have many ways for you to get involved: ranging
from participating in our annual meetings and/or social events, to committee membership. We need you!

Take a moment now to complete the membership form (attached) and submit it along with membership dues.
The form and due payment can be completed and sent via postal mail (see instructions on form), or, for the first
time the entire process can be completed electronically (see instructions on form)!!!!

A housekeeping note ...

Email Address? If you received a paper copy of this letter, that means we do not have a valid email address for
you on file. You can help us keep costs down and receive any SLPA/lake updates by sending us your preferred
email address using the membership form of the feedback form at https://slpa.info/feedback.htm.
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Thank you, in advance, for your support of SLPA. With your help, the Star Lake Protective Association will
continue its 125-year tradition of preserving, protecting and enhancing this beautiful lake and its environs.

‘See you on the lake!

Kate DaBoll-Lavoie, President

Karen Reese, Vice-President

Bo Ritchings, Secretary

Chris Cook, Treasurer

John Burns, Immediate Past-President

REMINDERS ABOUT LAKE QUALITY AND BOATING

On the subject of invasive species... New York State has provided many resources to help to educate and
inform lake property owners so that they might become more vigilant and more proactive in prohibiting
the introduction of these invasive plants into our lake. Make no mistake: invasive plants like milfoil, water
chestnut and hydrilla, are all around Star Lake, including Cranberry Lake, Lake Bonaparte, the Little River
basin, the St. Lawrence River and Lake Ontario. We have been lucky so far that we have not found any
here. But unfortunately, it is probably just a matter of time before an infestation occurs. It only takes a
small sprig of milfoil to root and spread rapidly. And then, it becomes extremely expensive to manage and
impossible to get rid of. There will be no going back to where we are now. We all need to be proactive
about keeping invasive species OUT of our lake.

Boats are beginning to be launched for the season, and fishermen are already on the lake. Before you
launch your boat, or if you let people launch boats off your shore, it is imperative that boats, motors,
trailers and gear are carefully inspected to make sure that no "hitchhikers" get introduced into the lake.
Boaters operating any kind of motorized watercraft in the Adirondack Park and within ten miles of the Blue
Line are required by law to possess certification that, before launching, their vessel has undergone
measures to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species by following the Clean.Drain.Dry standards.
The boat wash site, located on the corner of Rt. 3 and the Newton Falls road, will be operational soon.
Please use it. Please ask people to use it before launching if their watercraft has been in any body of water
other than Star Lake. If you see a watercraft being launched, don’t hesitate to ask where it has been and if
it’s been cleaned. Please help to protect our lake (and your shoreline) from these invasive plants and
animals.

And last but not least, please make sure that boat and jet-ski operators have acquired proper registration
and certification to ensure a safe lake environment. All operators of motorized vessels, regardless of age, need to

carry a boating safety certificate as of 1/1/2025.

By all of us following these rules and guidelines we not only protect Star Lake but also contribute to preserving its
peaceful and beautiful environment for generations to come.
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